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NUM BER XV. 





SATURDAY, Janvary 31, 1789. 





Haredis fletus fub perfond rifus oft. 


Pusrtivus Syrves. 





“6 °Tis not your perfon 

«¢ My ftomach’s fet fo fharp and fierce on ; 

*¢ But ’tis your better part — your riches, 

«¢ That my forrowful heart bewitches : 

‘¢ For grief in all his dol’rous battles 

‘¢ N’ advantage finds like goods and chattels.” 


HuDIBRAS. 


HE inhabitants of Great-Britain, like thofe of many other 
countries of the known world, are divided into two parts, 
The firft part is comprifed of thofe who have lived, do live, and 
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will continue to live, as long as they can; and the fecond, of 
thofe who have expected, do expect, and will expect to live, when 


-the other part dies. It is by no means wonderful, therefore, 


that the cement of friendfhip between old age and youth fhould 
not be very ftrong, when it fo frequently happens, that old age is 
confidered by youth as one who ftands between him and the pof- 


{effion of his hopes; and youth by old age, as a creditor who is_ 


eager to.feize upon his goods in the inftant that the debt becomes 


Providence, however, whofe operations are not always to be 
controuled by our wifhes, or to be regulated by our calculations, 
fometimes takes off a younger brother before an .elder, a fon 


‘before a father, or a nephew before -his uncle, . The confufion 
which fuch an érregularity creates, is a fubje& of curious contem- 


plation to any one who can for ‘a moment quit his own concerns, 
and look round upon his neighbours, The.furvivor is then com- 
pelled to encourage a new train of dependencies, and to give hopes 
to a new race of fycophants. ‘It fometimes happens, that an 
affectionate daughter, whofe tender heart had long fluttered with 
the anxious expectation of dazzling her beholders in all the fplen- 
dour of her mother’s jewels, is hurried from this world, of com- 
pliment and finery before fhe has yet tyrannized a, third winter 
in the pride and power of her beauty. The inconfolable mother 
is, in the mean time, doomed to find (ah ! fearcely ta be met 
with!) fome other liftener, ‘to whom fhe may, recount the 
triumphs of het youth, who will hear with equal patience and 
attention the compliments of her admirers enumerated, bear with 
equal perfeverance the peevith authority of vain and petulant old 
age, and look with.equal anxiety, and, affection, to her, dilution, 


"as the accomplifhment, of all; her, hopes, and; the. rowasd> of-all 
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her fervices. I was immediately led to make a few obfervations 
by the occurrence of a circumftance to which, not long ago, I: 
was an eye-witnefs, which proved to me, that the. memory; 
of the deceafed is frequently profaned by the negligence of the 
heir. 


In my way to London, on the great Weftern road, I met one of 
thofe gloomy vehicles of the dead, with its long train of mourn- 
ing-coaches, its cuftomary attendants, and the ufual paraphernalia 
of forrow. Upon pafling it, my attention was engaged by a’ 
noife fomewhat inconfiftent with the decent and filent folemnity 
of grief, which proceeded from one of the mourning coaches, 
When I examined into the caufe’ of this difturbance, how great 
was my furprife to find, that it originated from four perfons who 
occupied the coach, and were engaged in a rubber at whift. A 
difpute had arifen on the fubje& “of ‘anodd trick; to fettle which 
I was vehemently appealed to by either party; but not having’ 
Hoyle either in my pocket or at my fingers’ ends, I was com- 
pelled to decline the acceptance of an honour they were defirous 
of conferring upon me, in making me their umpire on the occa- - 
fion. : 


To obviate thefe inconveniences, which the vulgar preju- 
dices of the world are fometimes inclined to confider as impro- 
ptieties or indecencies, 1 would recommend to every Gentleman 
Undertaker who conduéts a Black Job (as it is very properly, © 
and very emphatically, called) to any diftance from the metro- 
polis, uniformly to purfue the following plan, which at prefent 
has been but partially adopted. Amongft the number of coaches 
appointed to attend on the dead body, it is injudicious, and perhaps 
dangerous, to fuffer them all to be filled with paffengers, at fo 
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much a mile inftead of the ufval compliment of hired mourners, 
becaufe the employer will then have juft caufe to complain that 
the relies of his poor.dead relation have not been duly and pro- 
perly honoured, This may not, indeed, come.to' the ears of the 
employer; but a man of bufinefs fhould run as little rifque as. 
poffible. I advife, therefore, that thofe mourning coaches which 
ate devoted to the carrying occafional paffengers, like a ftage- 
coach, fhould keep at fome diftance from the hearfe, either before 
or behind; particularly as this clafs of mourners are under the. 
neceflity of abating the violence of their grief, by calls at every 
ale-houfe which good fortune throws in their way.. Thus much 
for the detached party. I thall now lay down a fhort rule or two 
to be obferved by thofe who attend the main body. The extra-: 
vagance of an heir juft come to his relation’s eftate, and defirous 
of doing the higheft honour to the old gentleman’s memory, 
fometimes leads him to immure eight or ten living fouls, properly . 
equipped with black breeches and white handkerchiefs, for three 
or four days in conftant attendance upon the old fellow’s careafe, 
while it is conveyed from London perhaps to the Land’s-end. 
Inftead of this needlefs expence, why not conform to the fol-. 


lowing ready plan, which I rejoice to find, from two or three 
{plendid inftances I could name, is not unlikely to come into 
vogue amongtt us? 





Let four black coats, in decent repair, and an equal number of | 


waiftcoats and breeches, be carefully ftuffed with the beft meadow- 
hay, at a time when that article is cheap, fo as to form four 
«figures, neatly refembling that of Guy Fawkes, which is prefented 
to us in every market town on the fifth of November,—Let thefe 
figures be fixed by ftraps, and other fuch conveniences, in different 
attitudes of — in their re{pedtive carriages, each having a white _ 
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‘handkerchief over his face, which will at the fatne time heighten 


-and conceal the deceit. Efpecial care, however, muft be takeii, 
‘that the windows be always kept fhut, as I am infortned, upon 
-very good authority, it once happened, that a Yorkfhire horfe, 
with a penetration peculiar.to the men and beafts of that country, 
‘thrufting his nofe into one of thefe coaches, difcovered the impo- 
ition, and without leaving the fpot, devoured two couple of 
‘mourners, mangling their legs and arms in a moft fhocking man- 
ner, tearing out their entrails, and fcarcely permitting the ‘fem- 
blance of human nature to be traced in the objects of his infatiable 
appetite. The funeral proceffion, by attending to my rules, will 
appear with equal grandeur and greater folemnity, and this at a 
much eafier expence. The filence-and orderly conduct of my 
‘mourners will refle&t an honour upon the general character of our 
nation, which is at prefent noticed by foreigners for fomething 
not quite fo decent, ‘The drunkennefs, fo univerfally confidered 
.as the privileged attendant upon thefe fort of excurfions, will be in 
.a great meafure put a ftop to; and for this, as well as many other 
politic reafons, I fincerely recommend the eacouragement of a 
plan, already éntered upon! by certain well-difpofed' perfons, to the 
nobility, gentry,, frecholders, and.all.other .inhabitants of Great- 
Britain. 


The enlightened age in which we live has very judicioufly 
‘banifhed, as much as poffible, the difmal and ufelefs ceremo- 
nials with which the metrofies‘of our anceftors were honoured. 
“The fable and gloomy habit of grief is now laid afide, after half the 
‘time of its former appearance has expired. The fon is no longer 
compelled, by the arbitrary power of cuftom, to devote a whole 
‘twelvemonth ‘to the tedioufnefs of fober’ anid’ decent’ fortow ; but 
after half that time (non ef mora longa), every reftraint of that 
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fort is removed, and he.is permitted to honour the memory of his 
father, by embracing the earlieft opportunity to {quander his eftate, 


and ruin his conftitution ! 


«Gold; yellow, glittering, precious gold! 

** Gold! that will make black, white; foul, fair; wrong, right; 
*¢ Bafe, noble; old, young; coward, valiant. , 
*¢ Ha! ye Gods! why this 

s: Will lug your priefts and fervants ftom your fides ; 

*¢ Pluck ftout mens’ pillows from below their heads. 

<< ‘This yellow flave 


«¢ Will knit and break religions; blefs th’ accurs’d ; 
*¢ Make the hoar leprofy ador’d; place thieves, 


«* And give them title, knee, and approbation, 
«¢ With fenators on the bench.” 
SHAKESPEARE’s Timon of Athens. 
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